
Two, Motion to Inspect the evidence; 

Three, Motion to remove lights and 

cameras from the Jail; 

Pour, Motion for private consultation 

with Attorney; 

Five, Petition to authorize Defendant 

to take depositions; 

S r • ' - 

Six, Motion to permit oonferenoe with 
>4 , ^ . * *• 

Seven, Motion to permit photographs; 

Eight, Motion to designate Court 

Reporters; 

Nine, Motion to stipulate testimony; 

Ten, Suggestion of proper name. 

You are waiving and giving up all these 
, e ♦ ^ ^ 

rights? 

MR. RAY! Yes, sir. 
* v j ' \ * r • * 

THE COURT: Has anything besides your 

sentence of 99 years In the penitentiary been 

promised to you to get you to plead guilty? 

MR. RAY: No* no one has used pressure. 

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty to 

murder in the first degree in this case be¬ 

cause you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under 
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auch eircuamtanoes that would oak© you 

legally guilty of nurdor In tho first de- 

(jree under the law aa explained to you by 

your lawyers? 

MR. RAY: Yes, legally guilty, uh-huh. 

THE COURT: la thin plea of guilty to 

murder in the first degree with agreed 

punishment of ')9 years in the State peni¬ 

tentiary freely, voluntarily and understand¬ 

ing^ made and entered by you? 

MR. HAY: Yea, sir. 

THE COURT: Is this plea of guilty on 

your part the free act of your free will, 

made with your full knowledge and understand¬ 

ing of its meaning and consequences? 

MR. RAY: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You nay bo seated. 

(Thereupon, the Defendant complied 

with the request or the Court.) 
I.‘ 1 * ♦ .» T 

THE COURT: All right, sir, arc you 

roady for a Jury7 
* . • , ; '* -4»>. 

MR. FOREMAN: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right, sir, call 12 

names, take them one at o time out of the 
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box and call the naraa. 

DEPUTY: Janea V. Ballard; Gus Carlota; 
9 i 

Johnny Shaw; James H, Abram; John W. Blackwell; 

Amos G. Black, Jr; J. Paul Howard; Miller 

Williamson; Robert S. St, Pierre, S-t, 

P-l-e-r-r-e. 
/ , 

MR. ST. PIERRE: Here. 
• V. i"! .. , 

DEPUTY: James K. Pate; Joe Stovall, Jr; 

Rlctiard Lee Counsellor, 

, Amos .0, Black? V'■ 

MR. BLACK: Yes. 

DEPUTY: Have a seat In the box. 

John W. Blackwell; James N. Abram; 

Robert S. St. Pierre; Miller Williamson; 
; . ■ -J;- *.-••• • • • • 1 

J. Paul Howard; Robert Lee Counsellor. 

Last neat. 

Joe Stovall, Jr,; James R. Pate; 

Johnny Shaw; Gus Carlota; James W, Ballard. 

(Thereupon, the Jurors were seated 

In tho Jury box.) 
i ...•■• '• , 

GEN. CANALE: May It please the Court, 

Gentlemen of the Jury, I will Introduce 

myself. My name is Phil M. Canale, Jr, I 

am the District Attorney here In Shelby 
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MR. SHAW: Yea* air. 

MR. POREMAN: You would write the same 

verdict also? Your answer la the same? 

HR. SHAW: Yea, air. 

HR. POREMAN: Mr. Carlota, la that 

your answer, air? 

HR. CARIOTA: Yea, air. 

MR. POREMAN: And you, Mr. Ballard? 

• MR. BALLARD: Yea, air. 

MR. POREMAN: You would? Thank you 

Thank you very much. 

Thank you* Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do both aides accept the 

Jury? 

MR. FOREMAN: We do* Your Honor. 

GEN* CANALEt The Stats doss* Your 

Honor. 

HR. RAY: Your Honor, I would like to 

aay aomethlng too. If I nay. 

THE COURT: All right. 

HR. RAY: I don’t want to ohange any- 
, * ‘f t'l'l!, * V ’ ■ 

thing that I have said. I don’t want to 
, l 

add anything onto it either. The only thing 

I have to say la, 1 don’t exaotly aooept 



n r\ 

the theories of Mr. Clark. 

In other words, I am not bound to 

acoept these theories of Mr. Clark. 

MR. FOREMAN: Who la Mr. Clark? 

MR, RAY: Ramsey Clark, 

MR. FOREMAN: Oh. 
/ t V. . 

MR. RAY: And Mr, Hoover. 

MR. POREMAN: Mr. who? 

MR. RAY: Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. The 

only thing, I say I am not ~ I agree to 

all these stipulations. I am not trying to 

ohange anything. I Just want to add some¬ 

thing onto It. 

THE COURT: You don't agree with 
*, * ' ^ , V l , 

whose theories? 

MR. RAY: I meant Mr. Canale, Mr. 
• t 

Poreaan, Mr. Ramsey Clark. I mean on the 

oonaplraey thing. I don't want to add 

something onto It whloh I haven't agreed 

to In the past. 

MR. POREMAN: I think that what he Is 
' ’ . •• 

saying Is that he doesn't think that Ramaey 

Clark's right or J. Edgar Hoover Is right. 

I didn't argue them as evidence In 
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this case. I simply stated that under¬ 

writing and backing up the opinions of 

General Canale, that they had made the 
t 

same statement. 

You are not required to agree or 
v * •* * 

withdraw or anything else, 
/ 

THE COURT! You still — your answers 

to these questions that I asked you would 

still be the same7 

MR. RAYi Yes, sir. 

The only thing is I Just didn’t want 

to add anything onto thorn. That was all. 

THE COURT: There is nothing In these 

answers to these questions I asked you. 

In other words, you change none of those? 

MR. RAYi Ho, sir. No, sir. 

THE COURT! In other words, you are 

pleading guilty and taking 99 years, and 

I think the main question here that I want 

to ask you la this: 

Are you pleading guilty to murder in 

the first degree In this ease because you 

killed Or. Martin Luther King under such 

circuoBtances that would make you legally 
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THE COURT; Arc you gentlemen ready 

for the Jury, or do you want to do some 

more scene-shifting around? 

\ MR. BEASLEY; Ho, air. I think we 

are ready, yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Bring them in. 
. f / * 

(Thereupon, the following proceed¬ 

ings were had in the presence 

and hearing of the Jury:.) 

MR. BEASLEY: May It please the 
• • • •«* , 

Court, Qentlemen of the Jury, I propose 
* r 

at this time to narrate to you gentlemen 

a stipulation of the facts and*, evidence 

that the State would prove in addition 

to the testimony that you heretofore heard 
i , . 

in the trial of this cause. 

Gentlemen, if you look in this di¬ 

rection, this is an enlargement of this 

area that is reflected on the overall mock- 

up here (indicating). 

This, specifically, is the rooming 

house designated as M22 1/2 South Main, 
' 

the upper floor. We have removed the roof 

so you can see the vurious rooms that are 

X '• ; 
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!£ THE COURTi All right, la thare any- 
x>> r 1*... -• 

. ’ ‘ * ’ ‘ . 
thing anyone would want to aay at thlB time? 
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MR, FOREMAN: Nof Your Honor, 

THE COURT: All right, gentlemen. 

All of you who oan do as you said you would 

do and accept this compromise settlement 

® guilty plea and punishment of 99 years 

in the State penitentiary,, hold up your 

right hand, 

(Thereupon, the Jury complied , 

with the request of the Court.) 

THE COURT: I believe that Is every» 

one. All right, you oan have someone 
- i,'-’ *♦ 

sign the verdict, Mr, Blaokwell. . 

(Thereupon, the vordict was signed.) 

THE COURT: James Earl Ray, stand. 
1 * '* . ‘ :l‘ , r,.* • 

(Thereupon, the Defendant oomplied 

with the request of the Court.) 

THE COURT: On your plea of guilty to 

murder in the first degree, as oharged in 

the indictment, it is the Judgment of the 

Court that you be oonfined for 99 years in 

the State penitentiary. 

You may be seated. 

(Thereupon, the Defendant oomplied 

with the request of the Court.) 
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THE COURT, Now, we have been here 

for acme time and I don't propose to keep 

us here much longer, but 1 think that the 

Court should make a few remarks at thla 
♦ ' t*, * 

plao* In the proceedings. 

The foot was recognised soon after 

this tragic murder took piaoe that there 
► * 

was no possible conclusion to the case 

which would satisfy everybody. And it 

was decided at that time that the only 

thing that the Judge who drew the unluoky 

number, which was me, oould do was to try 

this case as nearly as possible like all 

other oases and to scrupulously follow 

the law and the dictates of his own con¬ 

science. I feel that I have done this. 

Memphis has been blamed for the death 

of Dr. King, to me, wrongfully and ir¬ 

rationally . Neither the decedent nor his 

killer lived here and their orbits merely 

Intersected here. 

The State has made out a aase of first 

degree murder by lying In wait. And the 

question might arise In many minds. "Why 
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. ««Pt an, pl.a at „ot try ^ 

trJ 60 R1V' hl” “he electrlo ohair7" 

1 h*'* b«n * Judge since 195S 

“ 1 sentenced at 

ohalr, TOyb. . 

'•» -or- * f.llo, dudg.. i„ thl. 0Mnty 

... — “there to execution, 

Thors has been no execution of an, 

prisoner, fro. ahelb. Count, In this atat. 

■ln°. 1 t°“‘‘ ‘he Bench l,„; 

the trend. l„ thl. oou„tr, 

1,1 th* dlr‘0tl0n with capita! 

Punishment altogether. 

Then ho. .bout the consplrac, angle 

this case and fh-, 
•»d th. punlshnent of a„, 00_ 

conspirator? 

» ha. been .st.bli.hed b, t„. pro.._ 

, outlon that at thl, tin, the, ,r. not ln 

Possession of >ny_ 

°n. a. a co-.on.plr.tor l„ this ..... 0f 

tM* U "« “onolu.lv. evldenos 

tha'. 'hsr* — „o oonsplrac,. » Mr.ly 

M»ns as of this tine there 1, not auf- 

flol.nt evidence available to eak. out , 
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case of probable cause against anybody. 

However, If this Defendant was a 

member of a conspiracy to kill the de¬ 

cedent, no member of such conspiracy can 

ever live lnpn^ce or security or lie 

down to pleasant dreams, beoauae In this 
/ 

State there Is no statute of limitations 

in capital cases such as this. And while 

It Is not always the oase, my 35 years In 

these orlmlnal oourts have convinced me 

that In the great majority of oases, Hamlet 

was right when he said, "Murder, though It 

hath no tongue, will speak with most ml- 
i' * Vi) » 

raoulous organ." 

I believe the settlement of this 

oase Is a Just one to both the Defendant 

and the State. I have accepted and ap¬ 

proved the settlement. The Defendant Is 

represented by able and eminent counsel. 

All his rights and all the safeguards sur¬ 

rounding him have been zealously and con- 

sclentlously observed and adhered to. 

I cannot let this occasion pass with¬ 

out paying tribute to Tennessee, Southern, 

r- 

104 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2C 

’ 21 

2; 

2: 

2- 

American and V/entern free world Justice 

and security which was truly a team ef¬ 

fort involving scores and even hundreds 

of persons. 

You have heard from stipulation here 

the police departments of Canada, of 

/ 

Mexico, of Portugal, of England, of the 

P.B.I., the local police, the State of 

X 

Tennessee, the Sheriff's office here has 
» * 4 . * 

had the onus of this prisoner's security, 

I highly praise them all, I think that 

It took the team effort to bring this 

' case to a Just conclusion, 

I must also mention Mr, Charles Holmes, 
1 v 

the Sheriff's liaison with the news media, 

and finally, my amici curale committee, 

whose efforts have been of Inestimable 

value to me, 

I wish all these people to know 

> officially and personally that I appreciate 

their efforts in bringing this oase to a 

Just conclusion, and If I have overlooked 

anyone I want to especially thank them too. 

Defendant In open court has voluntarily 
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admitted his guilt to first degree murder, 

this in the presence of the Court and this 
* 

company, and he has pled guilty before 

this Jury and accepted hie punishment. 

This Court, nor no one else, knows 

what the future will bring, but I submit 

that up to now we have not done too badly 

here for a "decadent river town". 

If I may be permitted to add a light , I' y - « ^ 

touoh to a solemn occasion, I would like 

to paraphrase the great and eloquent 

• Winston Churchill, who, in defiant reply 

to an Axis threat that they were going to 

wring England's neck like a chicken, said, 

"Some chioken, some neck." 

I would like to reply to our Memphis 

critic, "Some river, some town." 

Is there anything else? 

OEM. CANALE: Yes, sir. Your Honor, 

we have thio dangerous weapons indictment. 

and I would like for the Court to — I 

recommend a nol pros on that without oause 
1 ■ . • 

An Your Honor knows, he was lndloted 

for this before he was apprehended in 
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London. Carrying a dangerous weapon Is 

not an extraditable offense under our 

troaty with England, and th® treaty alao 

saya that whatever he wasn't brought back 

on, he cannot be held to try It on, and 

as far as carrying a dangerous weapon, 

I recommend a nol pros without cause on 

It, Your Honor. 

THE COURTj I have already ruled that 

• we couldn't travel — 

OEN. CANALEs Your Honor has already 

■aid we couldn't travel on that, didn't 

you? t 

Just one more thing for the reoord. 

Your Honor. 

It was stipulated and agreed between 

the defense and myself that these mock-ups 

we have In the courtroom, the two mock-ups 

of the scene, were accurate replicas of 

the scene down there. We have referred to 

them quite a bit, but I Just thought I 

better put It In the reoord, that it was 

stipulated and agreed that they were ac¬ 

curate mook-ups to scale. 
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THE COURT: All right, sir. !Jow,yi 

I believe that I have been told that 21 

lunch has been prepared for the Jury,'! 91 
• • ‘ li 

DEPUTY: Yes, Your Honor. si 

Tl;!. COURT: All right, gentlemen,VT 

you have spent a long morning, so you rT 

will get a lunch out of It anyway. ZT 

All rl^ht, is there anything el3eit 

before we receso? 01 

All ri^ht9 you can adjourn the Court, 

( AD Jo J i(i«MhNT ) 
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